
Refurbishment of the 
Hargrave-Andrew Library 

Project summary 2004 – 2005

A library for the 
twenty-first century

How will it benefit
libraryusers?
Better access to online resources, through:

twice the number of computer

workstations;

40 new ‘express’ computer terminals

foraccessing the library catalogue

andresources;

the introduction of a wireless network

plusmore data and power points for

notebook users.

Better layout for easy navigation, through:

adoption of an open-plan style of layout

allowing users to see further and discover

more within the building;

improved signage;

colour-coded spaces indicating service

andinformation areas;

vastly improved access for people with

adisability.

An environment more conducive
tostudythrough:

movable, adaptable furniture;

separate study areas that support

individual and collaborative study; 

attractive and comfortable casual

seatingareas;

a modern, professionally designed interior.

What will it look like?
The design of the Hargrave-Andrew Library
will reflect the community it serves so that
users can be comfortable in – and feel
proudof – their library. 

The Hargrave-Andrew Library will incorporate
design features that reflect the technological
and creative bent of its’ users.  

Timeline
As the project progresses events in this
preliminary timeline may change. 

For the most up-to-date timeline information
go to the website.

The Hargrave-Andrew Library
will remain open throughout
the refurbishment
Every endeavour will be made to ensure that
library users experience as little disruption as
possible during the refurbishment period.
However, users are advised that:

some parts of the library collection will

be temporarily relocated to accommodate

building activity; and

it will be necessary for construction work

to be carried out during library operating

hours to ensure the refurbishment is

completed as quickly as possible. 

Hargrave-Andrew Library staff would like
to thank library users in advance for their
patience during this period of change.
We hope you are as excited as we are
about our new-look library!

For more information 
Project updates will be regularly posted 
online at: 
www.lib.monash.edu.au/reports/fmp/hal

Or contact:
Ross Harrison
Facilities and Purchasing Manager
Monash University Library

Telephone (03) 9905 5152
Email ross.harrison@lib.monash.edu.au

Refurbishing the 
Hargrave-Andrew Library 
A library for the twenty-first century

The explosion of electronic
information, the impact of new
technologies, changing methods for
study and research and an ever-
growing staff and student population
are all factors which have seen our
libraries change dramatically over the
last 40 years – unfortunately, our
library buildings have not always
keptpace.

The current library buildings vary in age and
functionality and need to be updated to
ensure that they support changing needs and
resources – now and into the future.

In an effort to address this issue, the Monash
University Library has developed a ‘Facilities
Master Plan’; a plan to refurbish each of its
eight branches over the next 20 years to a set
of guiding principles; to make them:

technologically enabled;

more adaptable to changing study styles;

easier to navigate;

modern and consistent in design and

layout; and

more reflective of the university’s status.

The first step in this plan is the refurbishment
of the Hargrave-Andrew Library.

Why refurbish the 
Hargrave-Andrew Library?
The Hargrave-Andrew Library is the
originaland oldest branch of the Monash
University Library.

Since its construction in 1962 the Hargrave-
Andrew Library has served the faculties of
Engineering, Science, Information Technology
and more recently, the Faculty of Medicine,
Nursing and Health Sciences. Over the years
it has been annexed, merged with other
libraries and extended to accommodate
change and growth. The refurbishment, due
to take place from September 2004 to March
2006, signals a new chapter in the history of
the library, and the creation of a superior
facility for its constituent faculties.

The refurbishment of the Hargrave-Andrew
Library will address some outstanding
issues,including:

accommodating steadily increasing

numbers of visitors (growing by 13.7%

from 2002 to 2003);

providing for a cultural shift in preferred

study styles from individual to more

collaborative study; and

facilitating access to a collection

transformed by the information revolution

to include vast numbers of online and

electronic resources.
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Key features of the Hargrave-Andrew Library 
refurbishment – Floor-by-floor

Making a grand entrance…
The entrance to the library will be relocated to create a pleasant destination
that makes the most of the Hargrave Café and substantially improves access
for people with a disability.

Ground Floor
Express terminals for accessing the library catalogue and

resources

Improved quiet study areas utilising shelving to buffer noise

Improved layout of large journal collection allowing for more

intuitive navigation

Centrally-located photocopy area

Casual seating areas allowing for browsing and quiet

discussion

Level One
70 computer workstations featuring flat screen monitors

for increased work space

A new ‘open reserve’ area, allowing self-service access to

high-use materials, with photocopiers and express terminals

Information point featuring large screen to convey temporary

and urgent messages to library users

Dual-purpose training room with larger desks allowing for

group study at computers supplying an additional 20

computer workstations when not required for training

Four high-speed printers and a colour printer

Express terminals for accessing the library catalogue

and resources

New and improved housing for the Map Collection 

More group study facilities

Level Two
Access to a wireless network plus power and data points

for notebooks

Multiple study areas to suit different needs and study styles,

including casual seating

Express terminals for accessing the library catalogue

and resources

Improved access to all areas of the collection 

New bridge for more convenient access between

collections and facilities


